
 
 

 
Cecil Flores-Oebanda, a former political prisoner and freedom 
fighter, is a long time advocate against human trafficking. Cecil is the 
founder, president and executive director of Visayan Forum 
Foundation, Inc, a non government organization established in 1991 
that works for the protection and justice for trafficked women and 
children and the empowerment and development of the domestic 
workers or kasambahays. Nanay Day, as she is fondly called by the 
children VF has helped, manages several halfway houses in various 
sea ports, airports, and crisis centres for abused domestics in the 
country.  Ms. Flores-Oebanda was awarded the Anti-Slavery 
International’s Anti-Slavery Award in 2005. She was recognized by 

the UK government as one of the Modern-Day Abolitionists in the celebration of the 
Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act in March 2007 and conferred with the 
Skoll Foundation Award for Social Entrepreneurship in March of 2008. Recently, she was 
named by the US State Department as one of its Heroes Acting to End Modern-Day Slavery in its 
2008 Trafficking in Persons Report.   


